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The Gender and Communication section would like to bring attention to its
members to the series of events that the section will be hosting in the next months
ahead of the IAMCR conference in Nairobi in July, 2021.



September 2021

Forthcoming
events

1) Digital ethnographies, intersectionality and interdisciplinarity:
feminist methodologies from quantitative to participatory
methods and queer research in the Covid-19 age

This webinar event, hosted by the Gender and Communications section of IAMCR,
gathers together a diverse range of top female academics working across the
Humanities and Social Sciences who are making use of feminist methodologies in
an innovative and creative manner. In an age where teaching and research has
had to adapt to the realities of remote working due to the Covid-19, we ask
ourselves what does it mean to do “digital ethnography” research? How can
guantitative methods be used by critical feminists to make better sense of the
world? In what way can feminist methodologies be employed in the law
profession, in a way so as to challenge the legal orthodoxies of the field?

At a time also when social injustices and equalities have again reached the
foreground of many debates in the global public agenda, encouraged by
movements such as the #BlackLivesMatter in 2020, how can we look at the
narrative of equality within social science research and make sense of the plight
of marginalised groups, such as LGBT lives? How might also feminist and
community-based participatory research help us transform our research practice,
and assist us in tackling some of these pressing current issues of social and
gender inequalities?



These are just some of the questions and issues that the panellists will
explore in their talk. The webinar will consist of presentations delivered by
Professor Radhika Gajjala, professor of American Culture Studies and of
Media and Communications, Bowling Green State University; Senior
Lecturer Roisin Ryan-Flood, Director of the Centre for Intimate and Sexual
Citizenship (CISC) at the University of Essex; Senior Lecturer Niamh Moore
of the Department of Sociology, University of Edinburgh; Dr. Tanya Ni
Mhuirthile, Assistant Professor in the School of Law and Government,
Dublin City University; Rachel Cohen, Reader in Sociology, Department of
Sociology, City, University of London, and Professor Helen Wood, Professor
of Media and Cultural Studies, University of Lancaster, UK. It will be chaired
by Dr. Carolina Matos, Senior Lecturer in Media and Sociology at the
Department of Sociology, City, University of London.

For those who wish to sign up to the event, please send an e-mail to the
chairs and co-chairs of the GEN |IAMCR, Dr. Carolina Matos
(Carolina.Matos.1@city.ac.uk ) and Patricia Nunez Gbmez
(pmunezgo@ccinf.ucm.es ).

The event will be on Friday the 15th of October, 2021, from 1 to 3pm
(London UK time). Presenters will speak for around 10 mins, followed by a
final 20 mins discussion session.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://city-ac-uk.zoom.us/j/89380923502
Meeting ID: 893 8092 3502

Passcode: 000481

Chair: Dr. Carolina Matos, Senior Lecturer in Media and Sociology, Department of
Sociology, City, University of London

Matos is a senior lecturer in Media and Sociology and PD of the MAs in Media
and Communications and International Communications and Development in the
Department of Sociology, City, University of London. Her research is in the field of
media, gender and international development and she is the author of three books,
various journal articles and book chapters.


mailto:Carolina.Matos.1@city.ac.uk
mailto:pmunezgo@ccinf.ucm.es
https://city-ac-uk.zoom.us/j/89380923502

1) Epistemologies of Doing: Doing (Internet/Digital) Media
Ethnographies from 1993 to 2020

In a "Covid" world, more and more humanities researchers are reaching for
remote research techniques. An alarming trend seems to be to name all these
techniques in and of themselves as “digital ethnography.” This presentation will
discuss the issues and problems associated with remote research, and what it
means to do remote interviews vs actual ethnographic work of digital contexts. |
will draw on my experience doing ethnography immersed online and offline since
the 1990s to help us collectively think about the nuances, opportunities and
limitations of adopting various remote research techniques. | will particularly
focus on themes related to radically contextual intersectionality, and how this
starts with a re-definition of the problem rather than just token inclusion or the
stating of the layers of our identities and locations alone. | will also discuss my
most recent (collaborative) work using data analytics tools as a critical feminist
research of digital activist publics.

Radhika Gajjala (PhD, University of Pittsburgh, 1998) is Professor of Media and
Communication and of American Culture Studies at Bowling Green State
University. Her books include: Digital diasporas: Labor and Affect in Gendered
Indian Digital Publics (2019).; Online Philanthropy in the Global North and South:
Connecting, Microfinancing, and Gaming for Change (2017), Cyberculture and the
Subaltern (Lexington Press, 2012) and Cyberselves: Feminist Ethnographies of
South Asian Women, published (Altamira, 2004). She has co-edited collections on
Cyberfeminism 2.0 (2012), Global Media Culture and Identity (2011), South Asian
Technospaces (2008) and Webbing Cyberfeminist Practice (2008). She is currently
working on a co-edited book on Gender and Digital Labor under contract with
Routledge, and a book on(gendered) Indian Digital Activist publics under contract
with Rutgers University Press.



n

'Feminist partic

2) Feminist participatory research as playing "cat’s cradle"

This presentation will draw on Haraway’s work on the string game of ‘cat’s cradle’
(1994) as a way into appreciating how feminist participatory research involves a
reconfiguration of research relationships, and the research process. Drawing on
examples of participatory research, we’ll explore why and how to do participatory
research, how it can transform our research practice and how it might produce
‘worldly interference patterns’ (Haraway 1994).

Niamh Moore is an interdisciplinary feminist researcher, currently a senior lecturer
in Sociology at the University of Edinburgh. She has published on ecofeminism,
feminist theory and activism, community archiving, and many methodological issues,
including ethics, community-based participatory research, and the archiving and
reuse of academic research data. She is currently working on a book, DIY Academic
Archiving: Creating open data and curating research materials (with Nikki Dunne,
Martina Karels and Mary Hanlon) which draws on involvement in community
archiving as a way of reimaging the project of ‘open data’ for qualitative researchers.
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3) Using Feminist Methodologies to Deepen Legal Analysis

This paper will briefly discuss the manner in which feminist methodologies can be
used to unpack law. Often analysing law using doctrinal legal methodologies results
in findings which support the status quo. Employing feminist methodologies,
enables us to dig below the surface and to exposes the assumptions and
presumptions inherent in law, to challenge legal orthodoxies and demonstrate how
alternative, legally sound, outcomes can be arrived out when a different perspective
is adopted.

Tanya Ni Mhuirthile is an Assistant Professor in the School of Law and Government
in Dublin City University. She researches the impact of law on the human body. She
advises Governments, civil servants and national and international NGOs on
legislation and public policy in her areas of expertise. Tanya was appointed to the
Gender Recognition Act Review Group in 2017. 3)Tanya was a member of the
Northern/Ireland Feminist Judgments Project and is also a member of the
Northern/Ireland Feminist Constitutions Project.



4) How about ‘Feminism Counts — feminist quantitative methods’

There is a long history of feminist antipathy to quantitative methods that has
resulted in a notable absence of quantitative methods from feminist methods
training and textbooks. Yet, feminist researchers have long employed quantitative
analysis and today, as the data available multiplies, are doing so to ask, and answer,
new questions. This paper reflects on this relationship, suggesting that while the
diversity of feminist quantitative analysis is a good thing, there has been a failure to
create a coherent feminist approach to quantitative analysis which has limited the
impact of feminism on quantitative methodologies.

Dr Rachel Cohen is a Reader in Sociology. Her research focuses on work and
employment, especially non-standard work. She is a former Editor of Radical
Statistics and has an interested in feminists use (and non-use) of quantitative
methods.



5) Que(e)rying Methods: Intersectional Feminism and Queer
Research

There have been astonishing advances in sexual citizenship in some parts of the
globe in recent years. In the face of such changes, a new narrative of equality has
emerged. According to this new narrative, LGBTQI people no longer experience
oppression, or only at minimal levels. Yet this obscures the lived realities of many
queer people who continue to experience hate crimes, bullying, harassment and
material inequalities. This narrative of equality affects social sciences research.
Previously, LGBT lives were seen as an ‘exotic other’, interesting by virtue of their
Otherness. This was always problematic, because it rested on an assumption that
studies of queer lives only produced insights relevant to them, rather than to wider
social theory and societies.

| would like to propose two arguments. Firstly, | argue that the queerer lives gain
increased equality in relation to sexual citizenship, the more marginalised they
become in the social sciences. Secondly, that queer lives matter at an
epistemological and ontological level. Drawing on Butler's theory ‘Bodies that
Matter’, in which she argued that queer bodies matter epistemologically, just not in a
socio—political sense, | will make the case that this unfair marginalisation of queer
histories, renders them of interest only to the extent that they experience
oppression, thus ignoring how insights from their lives have wider relevance.



Roisin Ryan-Flood is a Senior Lecturer in Sociology and Director of the
Centre for Intimate and Sexual Citizenship (CISC) at the University of Essex.
Her research interests include gender, sexuality, citizenship, kinship and
critical epistemologies. She is the author of Lesbian Motherhood: Gender,
Families and Sexual Citizenship (Palgrave, 2009) and co-editor of Secrecy
and Silence in the Research Process: Feminist Reflections (Routledge, 2010)
and Transnationalising Reproduction: Third Party Conception in a
Globalised World (Routledge, 2018). Since 2012, she has been co-editor of
the journal Sexualities: Studies in Culture and Society (Sage). She is
currently writing a book about gender and intimacy in the digital era, to be
published by Palgrave.



6) Feminist cultural studies in a digital age: how to be “radically
contextual”?

This paper thinks about the challenges for feminist methodological practice
in contemporary media and cultural studies, taking its charge from cultural
studies which aims to be “radically contextual’. It considers the
challenges of dealing with a hypermediated landscape which allows for
the aggregation of human action as data and where textual responses to events
can opérate as barometers of feelings and modos. Drawing upon work which
calls for a cultural studies approach to data as lived (Kennedy, 2018),
this paper considers the ways in which the feminist researcher might
encourage multiple and local forms of expresion, that might be somatic,
affective, embodie as well as textual, which both acknowledges and also
resists assuming the affordances of technological capacities.

Professor Helen Wood is a researcher and teacher of media and cultural
studies interrogating the relationship between gender, class and inequality. She
is interested in media form, in particular television texts and their reception, as
well as the broader institutional and commercial environments of production
and their associated uneven participatory relations. She has experience in
conducting audience research funded by the ESRC which can be read in the 2012
book Reacting to Reality Television: Audience, Performance, Value, Routledge
and edited the collection Reality Television and Class 2011 BFI with Beverley
Skeggs.



Conference

a) A Holistic Approach to Gender Equality in Media Development

Thursday, September 16, 2021
10:00-11:15am EDT / 16:00-17:15 CEST

Register:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUpfugrqgD8sHIHXzmW8FAPdX40CSHAI6mz7

The Center for International Media Assistance is pleased to invite you to a
virtual workshop to discuss holistic approaches to gender equality in media
development. The goal of this conversation is to address the root causes of
the current lack of gender equality in the media by focusing squarely on
how to develop gender inclusive institutions and foster the norms, values,
and policies to challenge the existing power structures marginalizing
women.

CIMA has commissioned three abstracts by experts in the field to enhance
the discussion. These abstracts cover three key topics we would like to
discuss during the workshop. These topics include: the policies, norms,
values needed to foster and sustain gender equality in the media; the role
of international donors and feminist foreign assistance policies in
cultivating gender equality in media assistance efforts; and the role of the
Global Media Monitoring Project as a catalyst for multi-sectoral
collaboration for gendered media reform. Each of the abstracts are
attached to this invitation and we ask that you please read them prior to
the discussion.


https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUpfuqrqD8sH9HXzmW8FAPdX4oCSHAI6mz7

The three authors, Claudia Padovani, Sheila Rao, and Sarah Macharia, will
begin the workshop with brief presentations on their individual topic,
followed by breakout groups to discuss each topic in more detail, and
finally a return to the larger group to conclude. Claudia Padovani's abstract
for the workshop, Gender equality in media development: working towards
an enabling environment, can be found here: Gender Inclusive Policies
Norms Values_Padovani.pdf. For Sara Macharia’s abstract, The role of
social movements in establishing gender equality in the news media and
the potential for multisectoral collaboration and learning, can be found
here: Multisectoral Collaboration_Macharia.pdf.

Please see also the short abstract for the Center for International Media
Assistance (CIMA), The role of funders in facilitating a gender equal media:
Feminist Foreign Assistance_Rao.pdf

This invitation-only workshop will include researchers, practitioners,
donors, and implementers. The discussion will be hosted over Zoom and all
participants must register in advance in order to attend. Contact Ann
Lewandowski (she/her), Program Assistant, CIMA (1201 Pennsylvania Ave,
NW, Suite 1100, Washington, DC 20004 (annl@ned.org) www.cima.ned.org

b) Doing gender, making change: the Global Media Monitoring
Project @ 2020 and other good things in the gender and media
toolbox

Coordinators: Karen Ross* (Newcastle University) and Claudia Padovani (University
of Padova) Corresponding coordinator: Karen Ross

c) AWiM(African Women in Media) 2021 Conference - The Future of
Mediain Africa: Building Resilience in a COVID19 World

Date: 2-3 November 2021,

For further information, see here: https://africanwomeninmedia.com/


http://www.cima.ned.org/
https://africanwomeninmedia.com/

Courses

a) The Gender perspective in the coverage of violence against
women and in feminicide violence

Violeta Radio, GAMAG, UNESCO, IPDC and the CEIICH of UNAM invite for the
following course:

The Gender perspective in the coverage of violence against women and in
feminicide violence

Dates: 11, 18 and 25 of September, 2021

The course is aims at journalists, editors, teachers and students. It is free and a
certificate with curricular value will be delivered. Further information on content
and methodology is available below

For further information, please see here: DD
https://gamag.net/2021/09/02/curso-la-perspectiva-de-genero-en-la-cobertura-
informativa-de-la-violencia-contra-las-mujeres-y-la-violencia-feminicida-
septiembre-11-18-y-25-2021/7?
fbclid=IwAR3IKgbZn85heNRwPigjXCRSrzDCJLsvylChOOnN-9f)B-YgGFtgFPKWEDKY

b) GENDER EQUALITY PLANS IN PRACTICE: Towards sound and
sustainable institutional change processes in research organizations

The Gender Equality Academy (H2020 project) has focus on training on gender
equality in higher education. This is an online course: "GENDER EQUALITY PLANS IN
PRACTICE: Towards sound and sustainable institutional change processes in
research organizations" where all modules have been recorded and compiled from
a set of courses that have been done during the last year. There are 7 modules and
the course has a duration of 8 weeks.

Link: https://ge-academy.eu/docc-2-edition/


https://gamag.net/2021/09/02/curso-la-perspectiva-de-genero-en-la-cobertura-informativa-de-la-violencia-contra-las-mujeres-y-la-violencia-feminicida-septiembre-11-18-y-25-2021/?fbclid=IwAR3IKqbZn85heNRwPigjXCRSrzDCJLsvyICh0On-9fJB-YgGFtgFPKwEDKY
https://gamag.net/2021/09/02/curso-la-perspectiva-de-genero-en-la-cobertura-informativa-de-la-violencia-contra-las-mujeres-y-la-violencia-feminicida-septiembre-11-18-y-25-2021/?fbclid=IwAR3IKqbZn85heNRwPigjXCRSrzDCJLsvyICh0On-9fJB-YgGFtgFPKwEDKY
https://gamag.net/2021/09/02/curso-la-perspectiva-de-genero-en-la-cobertura-informativa-de-la-violencia-contra-las-mujeres-y-la-violencia-feminicida-septiembre-11-18-y-25-2021/?fbclid=IwAR3IKqbZn85heNRwPigjXCRSrzDCJLsvyICh0On-9fJB-YgGFtgFPKwEDKY
https://gamag.net/2021/09/02/curso-la-perspectiva-de-genero-en-la-cobertura-informativa-de-la-violencia-contra-las-mujeres-y-la-violencia-feminicida-septiembre-11-18-y-25-2021/?fbclid=IwAR3IKqbZn85heNRwPigjXCRSrzDCJLsvyICh0On-9fJB-YgGFtgFPKwEDKY
https://ge-academy.eu/docc-2-edition/
https://ge-academy.eu/docc-2-edition/
https://ge-academy.eu/docc-2-edition/
https://ge-academy.eu/docc-2-edition/
https://ge-academy.eu/docc-2-edition/
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1) Submission of articles to journals

Feminist Encounters: a journal of critical studies in culture and politics is an open
access international peer reviewed academic journal, which has a global readership
of 100,000 readers in 28 countries, it is free to publish with us and free to
download articles. Guest Editors include: Gabriele Griffin, Uppsala University
(SWEDEN), Yvonne Benschop, Radboud University (NETHERLANDS), Liisa Husu
Orebro University (SWEDEN) and Hanken School of Economics (FINLAND)

2) Global media monitoring report on gender has been launched 14
July

Who makes the News (WMTN) is a knowledge, information and resource portal on
media, gender and other axes of discrimination? It hosts the Global Media
Monitoring Project (GMMP), The world's largest and longest running research and
advocacy initiative that seeks to advance gender equality in and through the news
media. Here we show the results of the sixth and largest study on the portrayal and
representation of women in the world's news can be found in:
https://whomakesthenews.org/gmmp-2020-final-reports/

https://waccglobal.org/6th-global-media-monitoring-project-show-quantitative-
gains—qualitative-losses/

3) GAMAG urges UNto help women journalists in Afghanistan

The Global Alliance on Media and Gender is deeply concerned about the situation
of women, media professionals and women journalists in particular after the
Taliban gained control of the Afghan capital Kabul, on August 15.
https://waccglobal.org/gamag-urgently-calls-to-save-women-journalists-in-
afghanistan/


https://whomakesthenews.org/gmmp-2020-final-reports/
https://waccglobal.org/6th-global-media-monitoring-project-show-quantitative-gains-qualitative-losses/
https://waccglobal.org/6th-global-media-monitoring-project-show-quantitative-gains-qualitative-losses/
https://waccglobal.org/gamag-urgently-calls-to-save-women-journalists-in-afghanistan/
https://waccglobal.org/gamag-urgently-calls-to-save-women-journalists-in-afghanistan/

4) NEW Reportin The Conversation on female scientists:

During the COVID-19 quarantines, scientists, like most professionals, took their
work home. Women researchers, however, bore the disproportionate burden of
caregiving responsibilities, forcing a drop in their productivity. Although this
decrease may be temporary, my research suggests the hit to women’s reputations
and their scientific impacts may compound over time, potentially setting female
scientists back by years, if not decades, compared to their male colleagues.

Please read the report here: https://theconversation.com/female-scientists-set-
back-by-the-pandemic-may-never-make-up-lost-time-163630-


https://doi.org/10.17226/26061
https://doi.org/10.17226/26061
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-01294-9
https://doi.org/10.17226/26061
https://theconversation.com/female-scientists-set-back-by-the-pandemic-may-never-make-up-lost-time-163630-
https://theconversation.com/female-scientists-set-back-by-the-pandemic-may-never-make-up-lost-time-163630-

The newsletter from the Gender and Communication section is distributed monthly
to its members. If you have an event, publication or job ad that you would like to
see included in the newsletter, please e-mail the sections’ chair and/or co-chair, Dr.
Carolina Matos (Carolina.Matos.1@city.ac.uk) or Dr. Patricia Nunez-Gomez
(pnunezgo@ccinf.ucm.es). With the help of Yara Cabreira Comesana and
Mariagracia Maestre Lindo, Complutense University students.
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